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miglit not be challenged; and site came to me and
told me one morning that she was going to melt,
and if I would, she would put my tankard in, that
it might not be seen by anybody; I told her with
all my heart; so she weighed it, and allowed me the
full value in silver again; but I found she did not
do so to the rest of her customers.

Some time after this, as I was at work, and very
melancholy, she begins to ask me what the matter
was ? I told her my heart was very heavy, I had
little work, and nothing to live on, and knew not
what course to take. She laughed and told me I
must go out again and try my fortune; it might be
that I might meet with another piece of plate. O?
mother! says I, that is a trade that I have no skill
in, and if I should be taken I am undone at once.
Says she, I could help you to a schoolmistresss
that shall make you as dexterous as herself: I trem-
bled at that proposal, for hitherto I had had no con-
federates nor any acquaintance among that tribe.
But she conquered all my modesty, and all my fears;
and in a little time, by the help of this confederate,
I grew as impudent a thief, and as dexterous, as ever
Moll Cutpurse was, though if fame does not belie
her, not half so handsome.

The comrade she helped me to, dealt in three
sorts i of craft; viz. shoplifting, stealing of shop-
books, and pocket-books and taking oiF gold watches
from the ladies' sides; and this last she did so dex-
terously that no woman ever arrived to the perfec-
tion of that art, like her. I liked the first and the
last of these things very well, and I attended her
some time in the practice, just as a deputy attends a
midwife, without any pay.

At length she put me to practice. She had shown
me her art, and I had several times unhooked a
watch from her own side with great dexterity; at